KING MIDAS

By:  Mick Hirsch

Adapted from Bk. XI Metamorphosis by Ovid

MATERIALS:  Green felt underlay; image of Bacchus; image of Silenus; three small figures (farmers); piece of yarn; green/yellow twig; green/yellow stone; green/yellow leaf; green/yellow apple; bowl; cup of clear water; cup of yellow water.

Take underlay out of basket; smooth it out on floor.
Today’s story is once again from Greek and Roman mythology.  Myths are stories that people used to tell about gods and goddesses, princes and princesses, monsters and spirits, and all their adventures.  The myth we are about to hear is about a man known as King Midas.

Take out image of Bacchus and place it on underlay.
One day, the god Bacchus was out walking alone through the countryside.  Bacchus was “the god of the vine,” which meant that he was the god of things like parties, festivals and parades, but he was also the god of wine.  The night before, Bacchus had drunk a bit too much wine, so he was feeling a little sleepy and a whole lot woozy.  

Take out three wooden figures and piece of yarn.  Place the three figures around the image of Bacchus.

All of the sudden some farmers came along.  They didn’t recognize Bacchus as being an important god, and instead they mistook him for a robber.  So, they tied him up and carried him into town.

Take out figure of King Midas and place him on the side of the underlay next to the image of Bacchus.

The men who captured Bacchus took him to their King, a man named Midas.  Immediately, Midas recognized the prisoner, because Midas had studied Roman religion and mythology all his life.  And it just so happened that Bacchus was Midas’ favorite god!  So, Midas ordered the farmers to release Bacchus, and to make up for the error, Midas declared a festival to last 10 days and nights in honor of Bacchus.  

Take out image of Silenus and place it on underlay.
To make things really special for Bacchus, Midas invited Bacchus’ favorite teacher and best friend, Silenus, to come to the festival.  Bacchus was so happy that he wanted to reward Midas for his kindness.  Bacchus offered to give to Midas anything that he might wish for.  Midas was so excited that he shouted, “Do grant that anything that I touch with my body will turn to yellow gold.”  With sadness in his heart, Bacchus granted Midas his wish.

Remove images of Bacchus and Silenus.  Also, remove the three farmers.  Leave only

Midas on the underlay.  Take out green twig and place it on the underlay.

Midas couldn’t wait to test out his new magic gift.  So, he ran out of his palace looking for things to touch, so that he could test the truth of Bacchus’ miracle.  It was hard to trust his own eyes, but when he saw a green twig hanging from a low oak branch, the twig was turned to gold.

Replace green twig with gold twig.  Take out stone and place it on the underlay.


Next, Midas picked up a stone that was laying on the ground.  Almost immediately, the stone turned into a small chunk of gold.

Replace stone with gold stone.  Take out green leaf and place it on the underlay.

Midas plucked a leaf.  After about three seconds, the leaf began to turn a pale shade of gold.

Replace green leaf with gold leaf.  Take out apple and place it on the underlay.

He saw an apple tree and ran over to it to pick an apple.  It was as though the apple was made of solid gold.

Replace the apple with the golden apple.  Pour clear  water into bowl.


Even when Midas washed his hands, as soon as the water touched those magic fingers, the water turned into a stream of liquid gold.

Pour yellow water into bowl.

Midas was very proud of his new magical gift of turning things to gold with the touch of his hand.  He worked up an appetite, so he went back to his palace to get something to eat.  When he arrived, his servants brought him all of his favorite meats and cheeses and breads and fruits.  But each time he reached out to pick up something to eat, it immediately grew hard because it had turned to gold.  Even if he didn’t use his hands but leaned over and picked up food with his mouth, the food still turned to gold at the touch of his body.  Midas began to grow thirsty.  But when he tried to take a drink of water, the water turned to gold in his mouth, just as it had done when he washed his hands.
Place Midas in the center of a circle of all the golden objects.  

Midas quickly began to realize the terrible thing he had done.  He looked around him at all this gold, but the gold objects no longer made him happy.  In fact, they made him really sad.  He realized that no amount of gold was worth the hunger and thirst he felt.  The gold that once brought him so much pride now made him feel like he had done a really bad thing.  

Place image of Bacchus back on the underlay outside of this circle.
Midas lifted up his hands to heaven and called upon the god Bacchus:  “Forgive me, Bacchus; I have done a very bad thing in choosing to have a golden touch.  Please take this magic power away from me.  I don’t want a golden touch any more, never again!”

Remove all the golden objects from the underlay.  Leave only the figure of Midas and the image of Bacchus on the underlay.

Since King Midas recognized that he had made a mistake and asked for forgiveness, Bacchus decided to be kind to him.  Bacchus commanded Midas to go to a river near the mighty town of Sardis; once there, the god ordered Midas to bathe his entire body there, to wash away his sin and make his body pure once again.  No more would Midas suffer under the golden touch.

RESPONSE:  Wondering Together
~I wonder if you ever mis-recognized someome?  In other words, I wonder if you ever thought you knew someone but you really didn’t or that you didn’t know someone that you really did know?

~I wonder why Bacchus had “sadness in his heart” when he granted King Midas his wish?

~I wonder what you would have wished for from the god Bacchus?

~I wonder what it would be like if everything you touched turned to gold?

~I wonder what you would do if you were in the situation of Midas, where you were hungry and thirsty but you couldn’t eat or drink?

~I wonder what Midas thought about his wish at the end of the story?  I wonder why he asked for forgiveness? 
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