September 2009
It’s time for another year of Religious Education at First Church in Jamaica Plain Unitarian Universalist!

As the Director of Religious Education, I’d like to welcome you to our exciting RE program.  The program offers opportunities for children to participate in Children’s Chapel, Sunday morning classes, family events and social justice projects.

*Sunday mornings will get started promptly at 11:00 am with Childrens’ Chapel:  I will lead all our children in a brief time of prayer and song, during which the children will learn a new song every other week.  Throughout the year, during designated Family Sundays, our children will have the opportunity to sing for the whole church in the sanctuary.  
*Our Montessori-based Spirit Play curriculum introduces children ages 4-8 to stories from the world’s religions.  This fall, we will be covering the 7 principles of Unitarian Universalism as expressed through the 7 colors of the rainbow (see http://www.uua.org/visitors/6798.shtml ).  We will be exploring one of these principles/colors each week through November.  Spirit Play involves three key components:  a group of incredibly talented and dedicated adult volunteers who serve as “Storytellers,” a creative activity and…bottomless bowls of popcorn!  

*A somewhat newer addition to our RE program is the addition of a Sunday morning class for children ages 9-13, which will meet concurrently with Spirit Play following Childrens’ Chapel.  Working off of an established Unitarian Universalist RE curriculum, Toolbox of Faith, I will personally be facilitating this more discussion-based program, which will provide our children the opportunity to ask and wrestle with questions of our faith and other faith traditions.  Our children will be encouraged to think of ways they can “learn by doing,” such as by getting involved in age-appropriate social justice programs in our community.

*For our high school aged youth, we will once again be hosting our fabulous and immensely popular film series.  Janna Frielich, Youth Group Coordinator, will return to facilitate the screening of a wide variety of movies on select Friday nights (approximately one per month) and the eating of large quantities of cheesy pizza.  Throughout the year, our youth will be invited to participate in social justice activities, art museum trips, plays, and other events.  
*For the parents of our youngest members (0-3), a qualified, experienced adolescent oversees our nursery.  Parents are welcome to sit in the nursery with their children, come and go as necessary, or return following the service to meet their child.  The worship service in the sanctuary is broadcast via a speaker system in the nursery.

To make our program maximally successful, WE NEED THE HELP OF ALL PARENTS!!  While we do not charge a registration fee for our religious education program, we do ask that all parents share in carrying out the various jobs necessary to make our church school program happen.  The cooperative nature of our program – parents working with other parents, parents working with children – creates a dynamic atmosphere of learning and growing.  The Religious Education Committee, chaired by Larry Zaborski, welcomes your thoughts, concerns and ideas at any time throughout the year, so that our church can best serve you and your family.

In the next week or two, you will be receiving a Registration Form, asking you to provide some basic contact information for throughout the church school year.  On this form, you can also indicate any questions you have or suggestions for how you would like to get involved in our program.  

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact either Larry Zaborski (zaborski@hcp.med.harvard.edu) or me at mchirsch@hotmail.com, (508) 488-7116.

All of us in the RE program look forward to working with you and your children this year!

Peace and joy,

Mick Hirsch 

