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This Sunday, I wanted to try something a bit different.  As many of you know, in addition to working at First Church, I have been a staff chaplain at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute for the past two years.  Following the recent death of my mother to ovarian cancer, I decided I needed a change, so I have recently accepted a position as a case manager for the International Institute, working with refugee resettlement and mental health recovery.  So, since I had already planned on today’s lesson being about the Dalai Lama, I decided to emphasize the fact that the Dalai Lama and thousands of his Tibetan followers are political refugees.  

Today’s story, therefore, will focus on the Dalai Lama, his role as a “holy” person in the religious tradition of Buddhism, and the plight of the Tibetans under Chinese occupation.  Rather than simply sitting in a circle and listening to our weekly raconteur, our story will take the form of a sort of “Stations of the Dalai Lama,” where our children will engage in an interactive story, at one point actually taking on the experience of a refugee.   

~I wonder what it would be like to have to leave home and not know if you’d ever return?
~I wonder if you think the Dalai Lama and his followers will ever be able to return home to Tibet?
~I wonder if there are any refugees here in the United States, or even here in Boston?
~I wonder how you would bring peace to a place that was threatened by war?
~I wonder what it would be like to be the leader of a religious movement?
~I wonder what refugees miss the most about their homeland?
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